
The hymn “I’ll go where you want me to go” shares with us about the attitude we need to 

have towards service. Service is defined as the action of helping or doing work for someone. 

As we serve each other and follow prompting of the spirit to serve we become more Christ 

like and in tune with Heavenly Fathers will for us. 

President EYRING said: “Our Heavenly Father hears the prayers of His children across the 

earth pleading for food to eat, for clothes to cover their bodies, and for the dignity that 

would come from being able to provide for themselves. Those pleas have reached Him since 

He placed men and women on the earth. 

You learn of those needs where you live and from across the world. Your heart is often 

stirred with feelings of sympathy. When you meet someone struggling to find employment, 

you feel that desire to help. You feel it when you go into the home of a widow and see that 

she has no food. You feel it when you see photographs of crying children sitting in the ruins 

of their home destroyed by an earthquake or by fire. 

Because the Lord hears their cries and feels your deep compassion for them, He has from 

the beginning of time provided ways for His disciples to help. He has invited His children to 

consecrate their time, their means, and themselves to join with Him in serving others. 

The Lord regularly sends wake-up calls to all of us. Sometimes it may be a sudden feeling of 

sympathy for someone in need. A father may have felt it when he saw a child fall and scrape 

a knee. A mother may have felt it when she heard the frightened cry of her child in the 

night. A son or a daughter may have felt sympathy for someone who seemed sad or afraid 

at school.” 

We have all been asked to serve others and we are given plenty of opportunities to do that 

not only in the gospel but also in our families and communities. We should happily answer 

the call to serve with a yes, no matter where or what the opportunity is, and the size of it. 

Mary Brown wrote these words in a well known hymn  

It may not be on the mountain height 

Or over the stormy sea, 

It may not be at the battle’s front 

My Lord will have need of me. 

But if, by a still, small voice he calls 

To paths that I do not know, 

I’ll answer, dear Lord, with my hand in thine: 

I’ll go where you want me to go. 
 

We may get the call to serve by feeling promptings of the spirit, receiving a calling, or a 

seeing a need that can be fulfilled. The Lord needs each and every one of us to answer the 

call and serve no matter how the small the task, or how impossible it might seem. Nephi has 



taught us that nothing the Lord has commanded is impossible.   in 1 Nephi 3:7 where he 

states. “I will go and do the things which the Lord hath commanded, for I know that the Lord 

giveth no commandments unto the children of men, save he shall prepare a way for them 

that they may accomplish the thing which he commandeth them” 

Often we don’t see some things we do as acts of service. Accepting and fulfilling a calling is 

an act of service. Elder Oaks said:  

Millions of others serve from their homes on a Church-service time basis. So it is with the 

26,000 bishoprics and branch presidencies, and the faithful presidencies of the quorums and 

Relief Society, Primary, and Young Women who serve with them and under their direction. 

So it is with millions of others—faithful teachers in wards, branches, stakes, and districts. 

And think of the hundreds of thousands of home teachers and visiting teachers who fulfill 

the Lord’s command to “watch over the church always, and be with and strengthen them”  

We need to trust in the Lord that He will help us fulfil the needs of those that we are called 

to teach, help and nourish. No calling is too hard or too much for us, and Elder Oaks offers 

this advice: 

There is room for improvement in the commitment of some. When I ask stake presidents for 

suggestions on subjects I should treat at stake conferences, I often hear about members 

who refuse Church callings or accept callings and fail to fulfill their responsibilities. Some are 

not committed and faithful. It has always been so. But this is not without consequence. 

The Savior spoke of the contrast between the faithful and the unfaithful in three great 

parables recorded in the 25th chapter of Matthew. Half of the invited guests were excluded 

from the wedding feast because they were unprepared when the bridegroom came 

(see Matt. 25:1–13). The unprofitable servants who failed to employ the talents they were 

given by the Master were not allowed to enter into the joy of the Lord (see Matt. 25:14–30). 

And when the Lord came in His glory, He separated the sheep, who had served Him and 

their fellowmen, from the goats, who had not. Only those who had “done it unto one of the 

least of these my brethren” (Matt. 25:40) were set on His right hand to inherit the kingdom 

prepared from the foundation of the world (see Matt. 25:31–46). 

My brothers and sisters, if you are delinquent in commitment, please consider who it is you 

are refusing or neglecting to serve when you decline a calling or when you accept, promise, 

and fail to fulfill. I pray that each of us will follow this inspired declaration: 

There’s surely somewhere a lowly place 

In earth’s harvest fields so wide 

Where I may labor through life’s short day 

For Jesus, the Crucified. 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/25.1-13?lang=eng#0
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/25.14-30?lang=eng#13
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/25.40?lang=eng#39
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/matt/25.31-46?lang=eng#30


 

Sometimes we will feel prompted to perform an act of service for someone who, at the 

time, doesn’t seem to appreciate it or even care. Our prophet President Thomas S. Monson 

retells of an experience he had 

“As a bishop I felt prompted one day to call on a man whose wife was somewhat active, as 

were the children. This man, however, had never responded. It was a hot summer’s day 

when I knocked on the screen door of Harold G. Gallacher. I could see Brother Gallacher 

sitting in his chair reading the newspaper. “Who is it?” he queried, without looking up. 

“Your bishop,” I replied. “I’ve come to get acquainted and to urge your attendance with 

your family at our meetings.” 

“No, I’m too busy,” came the disdainful response. He never looked up. I thanked him for 

listening and departed the doorstep. 

The Gallacher family moved to California shortly thereafter. Many years went by. Then, as a 

member of the Quorum of the Twelve, I was working in my office one day when my 

secretary called, saying, “A Brother Gallacher who once lived in your ward is here in the 

office and would like to talk to you.” 

I responded, “Ask him if his name is Harold G. Gallacher who, with his family, once lived at 

Vissing Place on West Temple and Fifth South.” 

She said, “He is the man.” 

I asked her to send him in. We had a pleasant conversation together concerning his family. 

He told me, “I’ve come to apologize for not getting out of my chair and letting you in the 

door that summer day long years ago.” I asked him if he was active in the Church. With a 

smile, he replied: “I’m a counselor in my ward bishopric. Your invitation to come out to 

church, and my negative response, so haunted me that I determined to do something about 

it.” 

Although at the time President Monson fulfilled the prompting to serve, it wasn’t until much 

later the full effect of the act was discovered. However if nothing seems to come out of out 

small acts of service, we must remember that is it not only the people we are serving, but 

the Lord. He will appreciate our efforts, not matter how insignificant they may seem. 

One direct application of going where the Lord wants us to go is with missionaries. 

Missionaries receive calls to serve the Lord. At first they do not know where they are going 

and why they are called to a certain place but they go because they want to serve the Lord, 

wherever that is, be who He needs them to be, and do what He needs them to do. In serving 

the Lord we can all find joy and bring others joy. 

http://www.mormon.org/values/family


I know that our lives will be blessed the more we serve others and do what the Lord wants 

us to do. I am excited to serve the Lord in Canada and hope I am successful in following the 

promptings of the Spirit to find more people I can serve and teach about this gospel 

I’d like to take this time to thank you all for all the ways that you have served me 

throughout my time in this ward, because no matter how big or small, that have helped me 

become who I am today. 


